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pected. Could their loyalty be assured, they would be read-
mitted at once. They have, however, shown in several
ways that they cannot be trusted. Holy places, formerly
turned over to them, were either neglected or given to the
Latins. When appointed to the higher positions in the
church, their ecclesiastics have intrigued with Russia, whose
programme, in charge of the Imperial Society of Palestine,
is to get control of the holy places. To this end it stirred
up national feelings which had not been active before.
Russia, they still declare, made the first Syrian Patriarch
of Antioch. Another reason for the exclusion of the natives
from control is that they might yield to the temptation of
appropriating moneys of the church for the benefit of their
relatives living on the spot, a temptation far less strong in
the case of foreign monks, who nevertheless have sometimes
yielded to it. They acknowledge that the convent, which
is the head-quarters of the brotherhood, has often failed in
performing its duties, and this for many reasons, notably
such as naturally arise from government conditions. They
are eager to establish a modus mvendi by which the natives
might enjoy their just rights, but these can never include
financial control. The reason for withholding this is simple
but cogent; the Syrians contribute nothing toward the reve-
nues of the see, which, coming from foreign sources, should
be under foreign control. Among the monks are representa-
tives of all the lands from which the revenue comes. On
the contrary, while the natives contribute nothing, they re-
ceive much. Of the revenue of the convent, which is only
sixty thousand napoleons (two hundred and forty thousand
dollars) annually, one-quarter is spent on the care of the
holy places, etc., three-quarters being devoted to the good
of the see. Seventeen thousand napoleons (sixty-eight
thousand dollars) a year are spent on the Orthodox in Jeru-
salem, who receive bread twice a week gratis, house rent
(ranging from ten to thirty napoleons), the amount of their
military taxes, the salaries of their priests, and the educa-
tion of their children. The balance of the forty-five thou-
sand napoleons is spent on the rest of the see.

In regard to this matter of education, as in other dis-